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 Ellen Jane Vennard left the safety and security of her fam-
ily and home to travel the world at a time when most women did 
not. From her birthplace in Carlingford, Ireland she traveled to 
Scotland, India and England before finally settling in America. 
Yet all of her travels had not prepared her for what lay ahead and 
at a young age she was widowed, left to raise three young daugh-
ters by herself in the strange new place called New York City. 
Although she would never see her mother or homeland again, El-
len Jane survived the trials of everyday life as a single parent, 
working to feed herself and her children while instilling in them 
the importance of love, family and determination. 

 

 This is an important geneaological work by for the Vennard family, tracing the descendants of Huguenot, Henry 
Vennard, from the 1700’s to 2004. M. Barbara Buckland has also transcribed the stories passed down over three gen-
erations of her Irish grandmother’s life, Ellen Jane Vennard (Elliott) (Shetler), in a warm and touching way that will 
transport you back to a time when the life of Irish emigrants held challenges of their own. This historical text covers the 
history of the Huguenots flee from France on St. Bartholomew’s Eve. It also includes over 260 digitally restored photos 
and documents, including military records, birth, death, marriage and trans-Atlantic crossing records. Variations on the 
Vennard name are: Venard, Vinard, Vineyard and Vanard. Also included are the family names of McBurney, Meek, 
Elliott, Shetler, Lang and Buckland.
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